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Family Stay Materials - 
“Chère Famille” letter Instructions  
 

 
Believe it or not, your host family is just as eager to learn about you as you are about them! 
 
The “Chère Famille” letter that you’re about to write — in French — will be their first 
introduction to who you are. Be creative and genuine when writing your letter.  
Don’t forget to ask questions about your host family too — we know you’re curious! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quelques idées pour votre lettre 
 

 

 Introduce yourself: share your name, age, and birthdate. 
 

 Describe your town or city — where it’s located, what 
makes it interesting, and what the weather is like. 

 

 Talk about your interests: include your favorite sports, 
activities, clubs, and hobbies. 

 

 Describe your school and the subjects you enjoy the 
most. 

 

 Tell them about your family — how many siblings you 
have (and their ages), what your parents do, and what you 
like to do together. 

 

 Share what you like to do with your friends and how you 
spend your free time. 

 

 Explain why you want to travel to France and what you’re most excited to experience. 
 

 Show curiosity! Ask questions about your host family — their interests, their town, or daily life — to show 
that you’re eager to get to know them, too. 

 

 Don’t forget to thank your host family in advance for opening their home to you! A few kind words go a 
long way. 

Réfléchissez avant de commencer 
 

Write more than one draft. 
Start with a rough draft and have your parent, teacher, or a friend read it and suggest edits. 
You may have forgotten to include something wonderful about yourself! 
 

Be honest about your level of French. 
You can ask your teacher for help, but don’t misrepresent your abilities. 
Your host family will want to know your true level so they know how much French you can 
understand and speak. Avoid using online translation apps for the same reason. 
 

Make it personal and neat.  
You can choose to handwrite or type your letter, but make sure it is legible, thoughtfully prepared, 
and special. Use nice paper and your favorite pen if you decide to write it by hand. Your letter must 
be easy to read — if the handwriting or photo is unclear, VIE may ask you to rewrite or resubmit it. 
We recommend scanning your letter rather than taking a photo, as scans are clearer and easier to 
read. 
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